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during our meal. He had two pleasant young men in his
family, with both of whom I lived much for several years
after. One was Mr. Grady, who acquired a large fortune
in Bengal and died in England many years ago ; the other
was Mr. Richard Sullivan, afterwards appointed to the
Company's Civil service at Madras, where he also became
rich, returned to England and there held a post of emolu-
ment under Government. He was created a Baronet and
died a few years back. At Mr. Carvalho's I spent several
of the happiest days of my life.

Our chief mate, Rogers, coming to Canton, informed
me that my acquaintance, Captain Welch of the Ost&rley,
died in the Straits of Malacca, on the passage from Madras
to China. The first officer, Mr. Fortescue, thereupon suc-
ceeded to the command, and two days after the ship's
arrival at Whampoa the new captain (Fortescue) having
been on board one of the other Indiamen to dinner, on his
return to the Osterley late at night, there being a platform
alongside for the people to stand upon when caulking the
sides, he walked from the boat over it, but in ascending
the steps of the ship his foot slipped and he fell between the
vessel's side and the platform into the water. The tide
then running with rapidity the chances were a thousand to
one against him. However, a quarter master who was upon
the stage with a lantern, the moment the Captain fell put
his arm down as far as he could reach into the water and
most fortunately caught hold of his coat, by which he
drew him up and preserved his life. The then chief mate,
Mr. Lawson, (afterwards Commander of the new Lord
Holland) when he heard Captain Fortescue was thus miracu-
lously saved, swore nothing but his (Lawson's) general ill
luck could have occasioned it. Although this speech was
made apparently in jocularity, those best acquainted with
the speaker firmly believed it came from the heart.

This Lawson was a very extraordinary fellow. Two years
after the above circumstance occurred he found means to
raise a sufficient sum of money to purchase the command of
the ship built in the stead of the Lord Holland lost going into